Testing for Antibiotics in Milk - Field Observations.
Four tests are currently being used at several locations throughout New England. They are the Disc Assay, Hood Modified Disc Assay, Delvotest-P, and Cylinder Plate Method. The Disc Assay Methods are used mainly for fluid milk, while the Delvotest-P and Cylinder Plate methods are used for manufactured products. The incidence of positive antibotics tests on fluid milk is lower in percent now than 2 years ago; however, the total number of positives is about the same. Most positive tests are being found now with the 14-h Disc Assay only and not the 4-h Disc Assay as they were two years ago. This suggests that producers, through education and penalties, are trying to do a better and more conscientious job than was previously done. The sensitivity of the Disc Assay methods has been increased during this same period.